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hwuman reeonstruction more glorious than any-
thing in her Jong past.’’

On motion by the Deputy Premier, de-
bate adjonrned.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
Council's Message.

Messpge from the Couneil received and
read notifying the personnel of Sessional
Committees appointed by that House.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000.

Returned from the Council without amend-
racnt,

House adjourned at 6,10 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly.
Thursday, 7th August, 1941,
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The SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
p.n, and read prayers.

QUESTION—CIVIL DEFENCE (EMER-
GENCY POWERS) ACT.

Cfovernment Erpenditure.

Hon. N. KEENAN asked the Minister for
ITealth: 1, What moneys have been spent
under the Civil Defence {(Emevgency
Powers) Aect, 19407 2, Tf any, how much of
sneh expenditure has been ineurred in re-
spect of machinery or plant, and how much
in salarvies or allowances?

The MINTISTER FOR HEALTH replied :

1, Prior to commencement of Aet, £840,
sinee commeneement of Act, £2,306 10s,; 2,

(a) Equipment, £2,458 10s, (b) Salaries
and allowances, £684. The (fovernment has
ulso made available the serviees of profes-
sional and administrative oiticers in all de-
pariments, provided oflice accommodation
and equipment, the value of which cannot
be assessed. In addition the Government
has met the following expense:—Special
police, £17,298; concessions to Government
employees on active serviee, £4,915; con-
vessions on soldiers’ fares, £2,861.

QUESTION—PETROL RATIONING.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Premier: Will
the Government obiain from the Common-
wealth Government and lay uwpon the Table
of the House a return showing the name
and occupation of every petrol license holder,
and the ration allowed to each?

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the
Premier) replied: No. I am informed that
there ave approximately 90,000 license
holders in Western Australia, and prepara-
tion of the list from the ﬁ!eq would mst a
eonsiderable sum.

QUESTION—DEFENCE, NAVAL MEN'S
ALLOWANCES.

Mr. BERRY asked the Premicr: Will the
(iovernment make strong representation to
the Federal Government to hring the allow-
unces to naval men for wife and family into
line with the allowances made to air foree
and army men?

The DEPI.'TY" PREMIER (for the
Premier) replied: I am advised that the
allownnees for families of men in the navy,
army, and air force serving abroad ave all
equal.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Ou motion hy Mr. Wilson, leave of
absenee for the vemainder of the session
eranted to Mr, Holman (Forrest) on the
gronnd of military service.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fourth Day.
Debate vesumed from the previous day.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[433]: T thank His Excellency for the
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Speech be has delivered to Parhament and
for making special reference to the fact
that the son of a constituent of mine has been
awarded the honour of V.(". His Excelleney
sard he felt great pride when he learnt that
the honour had been conferred; and as the
recipient lived in the North-East Fremantle
electorate I am proud that a son of one of
our people has brought honour to his dis-
triet and to the State. I hope that in con-
tinuing his daring exploits, he wili he able
te keep out of harm’s way and survive the
struggle, and that upon his triumphal return
we shall accord him that welcome which
he has so well earned.

This brings me to the question of enlist-
ment for service in the forees. I have been
wondering whether we are not apt fo expeet
toe much from Australia with its velatively
small populntion. There is n vast difference
hetween the cirewmstances now and those
which prevailed during the 1914-18 war, In
those days it was not deemed neeessary to
have a large Howme Force, hut cvents have
shown that in these days the powers-that-be
rezard a large Home Force as essential. This
is why the Prime Minister bad a scheme
prepaved for the training of a quarter of a
million men. The objeet was to provide a
Home Foree for the defence of the Com-
monwealth. The quarter of a million men
required to undergo compulsory training
are the men to whom we would ordinarily
look for reeruitment. They are no longer
availuble and, furtheyrmore, we have pro-
gressed far along the road since the pre-
vious war by developing in the Commen-
wealth industries which need a large volome
of manpower to keep them operating. We
have trained over a period men who ocenpy
key positions. T regard it as & maximum
contribution on the part of an individual if
he ix filling a key position in a way industry,
Just as if he shonldered a rifle and marched
off. Possibly bis contribution to the war
effort is far greater than that of a hundred
men who shoulder a rifle. T do not say that
we should confer any special distinetion
upon cither, but we have to realise that it
is just as cessential to have men engaged in
war work here as it is to put them in the
line,

Many men are anxious to enlist. T saw
some this morming at the hoot factory of
Pearse Bros, They told the boss that they
woutld he annoyed if he endeavoured to
frustrate their efforts to enlist, and he

pointed ont that they could not be casily
replaced and that vacaneies eaused by their
enlistnient would hamper the work of the
tactory, hold up contraets and keep soldiers
in the line short of material that they
vigently needed. We did not have similar
difficnlties during the other war, but we
have to realise that this fact of itself will
reduce the number of men available for en-
listment. The Commonwealth has already
sent overscas some 90,000 men. If insuffi-
cient reernits are offering, I hope we shall
not become panicky and talk about compul-
sion, Sueh a step should not be taken wntil
a proper survey of the situation has been
made to aseertain the size of the pool that
might be tapped for enlistment.

I find it hard to reconcile statements made
from time to time by men in responsible
positions, Recently I read of some highly-
placed men having proceeded to Melville to
speak to men of the Militia and point out
the serviee they would be rendering to the
countyy if they enlisted. [ also read in the
loeal Press that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment was seriongly contemplating an exten-
sion of the period of training in the hope
of keeping compulsory trainces in eamp so
long that they would become heartily sick
of the monotony and would enlist in the
A.LF. to escape it. I read that the Minister
for the Army, Mr. Spender, at a reerniting
rally at Manly, had said that the army
authorities were looking to the Militia to pro-
vide a good supply of men of hich
quality. Those statements have caused me
to wonder whether the army authorities
know what is happening.  Men in the
Militin. to-day cannot ealist in the A.LF.
They are not allowed to do se.

Recently T spoke with men who were en-
deavouring to leave the Militia and join the
ALF. Those men had heen frying to
join the A.LF. Ulefore they went into
camp, but were not allowed to do
s0.  There are privates, non-commissoned
officers and  officerss—many of them—who
are desivons of joining for oversens ser-
vice; hut permission to do so is withheld
from them by the commanding officer. 1
ave spoken with a number of offieers in &
particular battalion with regard to (this
matter, and they all told me that their com-
manding officer had laid it down that enlist-
ments were not to be permitted from that
hattalion, because it had to he maintained at
a ecrtain strength.  The position should he
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mide clear. We cannot have men going
about the country and declaring at recruit-
ing meetings that members of the Home
Defence Foree should join the ALF. We
eannot have such men urging members of
the Militia to join the A.LF. while ofher
men in authority say, “You eannot enlist.”
The policy shonld be properly defined. If
the commanding officer of a battalion thinks
that he cannot spare the men hecause he s
unable to replace them in sufficient time,
then thet should be made plain higher up,
and the country should not be looking fo the
Militia. for reermitment for the ALF. On
the other hand, if it does not matter how
many men are taken from the Home De-
fence Force, and when they are taken, then
let them be permitted to enlist as they de-
sire.

That brings up another guestion. Do we
aclnally rTequire a large Home Defence
Foree? It is not for us to say. We may
have our opinions, but there are those in
authority whose task it is to work the prob.
lem out and decide. If they are convinced
that a large Home Defence Force is essen-
tinl, then they should see that that force
ix as speedily as possible properly trained
and equipped and kept at fighting strength.
They should alse put a step to any sug-
gestion that there is reluctance on the part
of the men in the Militia to play their part
overseas. 1 trust that something will be
done to make the position perfectly clear to
the country at large, because an injustice is
being suffered hy many men who think they
enn give better serviee elsewhere, while at
the same time our general efficieney is being
impaired,

As regards reeruitment, there is another
matter which needs our immediate attention.
I acknowledge that generally employers are
patriotic and reasonable; but there ave some
who take the solfisch view entirely, with the
result that from time fo time we see adver-
tisements in the Press stipulating that the
applicant must not be cligible for military
serviee. I will vead one such advertisement
of recent date—

Applications from persons ineligible for
military service will he received for the posi-
tion of elerk. Enowledge of book-keeping and
acreountancy esscntial. Age 25 to 35.

If that is permitted to go on, we shall soon
vearh the stage that a compulsory traince
who is obliged to enter camp for Home
Trefenee will find it impossible to get a job

when he comes out. Thus he will be eom-
pelied to do threc meonths in camp and three
months on the Jabour market, and thereupon
another throe months in camp and another
three months on the labour market. What
a deplorable eondition we shall get to if that
goes on! T appeal to employers who are
taking the short-sighted view to be more
patriotic and to share some of this burden,
beeause the Home Defence Foree, which the
Government is trying to build up and main-
tain, is the force which will be utilised to
safeguard the assets of the business men
who take the short-sighted view to which I
have referred.

Mr. Doney: Those men who go into the
Militia having a job, will always find that
job waiting for them when they come out.

Mr, TONKIN: Yes; hut the point is that
many young men have no jobs hefore being
called up. A man liable to be called
up who applies for emplayment is likely to
be told by employers, “I will lose you in
three months, You will he away for a
period of three months. I am sorry, but
you will dislocate my business, and I
cannot have it.”’ That tendency is grow-
ing. One can understand why. No em-
ployer likes to have his business upset and
dislocated bhecause a man who has been
trained has to he away from the husiness
for three months. That is not desirable.
So, some cmployers seek to avoid it by
employing only men not eligible for mili-
tary service. Is that a fair view to take?
Decidedly not! I make this appeal to em-
ployers, that they should he more patriotie
and should bear some saerifice just like the
man who is obliged to leave his job and
undertake compulsory serviee—in many in-
stances for less pay than when he is work-
ing. TIf some atteniion is given to that
view, it will help to make the position of
trainees much easier and happier than it
is now.

His Excellency’s Speech, 1 observe,
makes reference to the big expansion which
is taking place in the production of war
materisl in Western Australia. That is
highly gratifying to us. I must confess
that some months ago I felt at times
greatly disheartened when I visited . the
State Implement Works and found that
very little was being done there. On one
oecasion the only war work job heing done
was a job which the manager had bheen sble
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to ohtain from Midland Junction. He told
the man in charge at Midland Junction
that he would bhe obliged to put off men at
North Fremantle if he did not get & job

to do, That was the deplorahle situa-
tion which existed only a few months
ago, Try as | would, 1 could not

make uny headwuay in getting the position
reetified.  Gradually, however, things have
aliered, and T am glad to say that an alto-
gether different tone prevails now. One
van see evidence of continued expansion.
The moulding shop has been reorganised
and is being re-equipped, and the same re-
marks applyv to the fitting shop. Fuyther,
I understand that it is intended to go on
with the expansion of the works. The
manager has told me that he is satisfled the
works will be kept up to the limit of their
maximum capaeity. That is a hig improve-
ment, for which I am most grateful. Stitl, it
goes to show that we have lost months of
valuable time in reaching our maximum
effort.

Then, too, there is the question of ship-
building whieh has heen referred to by an-
other memher of this Chamber, and which
will he referred to again later. Months
ago I spoke to the men at the State Imple-
ment Works about the possibility of build-
ing ships here. A man employed there
named Welch, o tradesman who came out
from the Old Country many years ago, had
a partienlarly good record as regards ship-
building. He informed me that in this
Stute, at the State Tmplement Works, had
been bmilt the snction dredge “‘(iovernor
Stirling.”” He said the general beliet out-
gidle was thal the dredge had merely heen
put tagether here, but that thnt was not
sn.  The plates came out here, were
fnshioned at the State Tmplement Works,
and the vessel was huilt in this State.
Members will recall the old dredge *Gov-
ernor,”” which used to he a side snetion
dredge, Weleh with his army of men
turned that vessel into a central suction
dredge. 1 saw a newspaper cutting of
that date which spoke of its heing a par-
tienlarly fine feat. Weleh and his men nlse
built the laoneh *‘Kimherley,”" nnd have
from time (o time completed hig johs with
the Staté steamérs. T am safistied that

we ean  build  ships  all  vight ‘There,
What is move, thongh, we must get
on and start Dbuilding them. Unless

we can establish industries in this State
during the war, we shall be left hope-
lessly behind when it is over. In those
circumstances we would oceupy in relation
to the Eastern States much the same posi-
tion as Hitler intends France to oeeupy in
relation to Germany. A little thonght should
convinee us that tremendous industrial ex-
pansion is taking place in the Eastern
States, where secondary industries are being
established and artisans trained. On the
other hand, our skilled men are being taken
away from us and the State wilt be praeti-
cally dennded of them unless we speed up
our industrial developnent.

Mr. Sampson: They have gone to the
Eastern States.

Mr. TONKIN: When the war is over
and we are vietorions—as I hope we shall be
—those secondary industries will turn from
war work to the manufacture of require-
ments for the Commonwealth. They will
have such a big start of us that we will
never he able to overtake them. There-
tore, we must get busy and not let up in
our endeaveur to get more and more indus-
tries established in this State. T am pleased
the Government is taking & long-sighted
view with regard to the training of skilled
artisans.

I notice it is stated in His Excellency’s
Speech that the Government is con-
vinced that more moncy must he made avail-
able for technical edueation. If that be se,
I hope the Government will sec that funds
are made available. T have to thank the
Government for its decision to build a
technical school at Fremantle. This wil
fil a long-felt want. For years I have
pointed out in this House that children at
Fremantle who had passed through the prim-
avy schools were denied training in metal-
work and woodwork to which they had every
right. When the school is built—work has
alveady been commenced on it—that training
will he available to them. Members tvill find
in me an advoecate for the extension of tec-
nical training facilities to other parts of the
State, Tt is better that we should go short
in other directions than that insufficient
funds shonld he provided for technieal train-
ing.

" Mr. J. Hegney : Midland Tunetion has heen
trying for years to get a technieal school.

Mr. TONKIN: I hope the hon. member
will keep on trying uniil eventually the
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facilities are provided. This morning 1 hail
oceasion to look at the bulk wheat bins at
North Fremantle, where ilnmense quantities
of wheat are stored. I found that all the
residents in one street bave become so af-
feeted by the proximity of this wheat that
living conditions for them have become in-
tolerable. Something should be dene by the
Commonwealth Government, which is re-
sponsible, to ennhle those people to remove
from the distriet, beeause they eannot con-
tinue to live there without being driven mad.
What T myself saw eonvineed me that had
any member of this Chamber been living
in the distriet, he would bave been e¢reating
n furore long ago. 1 spoke to many of the
residents this morning. One man has lived
there for 40 years. He gradually added to
his house, improved it and planted a gavden.
He is now a pensioner, with an affeetion
for his home, but he has heen so affeeted
by the nuisances 1 have mentioned that he
is prepared to walk out of his home and
leave it, to drag himself up by the roots,
as it were, To indicate what has happened,
this old man told me that he has a eouple
of rainwater tanks. Previonsly, the rain-
water was used for washing and honsehold
purposes, but, on account of the fine dust
from the wheat blowing from the roof info
the tanks, instead of having rainwater in
his tanks he has pollard. Tt is now ahso-
Iutely impossible to use the water in the
tanks.

There has been a tremendons increase in
the number of rats in the distriet. Rats are
always plentiful at the waterfronts, but they
are in such numbers now in the Aistriet
that they will soon take charge of it. One
good lady told me that as she was sitting
at the kitchen table one night, she noticed
n procession of rats hehind the window-
hlind erossing a bamhoo stick ontside the
window. They nearly seared her stiff. One
man showed me three rat traps which he
had set in a back room elose to a place where
rats had egress; he told me that searcely a
day passes withont his catehing one or two
rats. He added, “You can hear them 1un-
ning about the place practieally all night.”
Thal complaint is general all the way down
the streect. Then there are the weevil
moths. Not one person in the street failed
to mention them. At night time they come
ont in thousands. So thick ave they that it
is impossible {0 have soup with a meal, be-

eause it would be absolutely eovered with
moths before it could be consumed. In
drinking a eup of tea, one must keep one's
hand over the cup, even when lifting it to
the mouth, to avoid its becoming filled with
moths. Members may bhe inelined to think
that T am exaggerating, but I am convinced
by the tone of the people that there is no
exaggeration whatever; the story never
varied in any way.

Onc man informed me that at night he
takes a hroom, goes to the back verandah
and kills bundreds of moeihs on the wire
door, where they collect. I was informed
that the weevils get into everything. One
lady told me this morning that when she
atred her hlankels on the line, they became
covered with weevils which were Dblown
through the air with the husks from the ele-
vators. That is an indieation of the nnis-
anees which have heen caused by the im-
mense quantity of wheat =tored in the dis-
triet, The majority of the people there
had no desire to leave their homes; they
liked the locality and the ocean view, and
were perfeetly satislied to end their days
there. DBut after 30 or 40 years™ accupaney,
during whieh time they have gathered their
little things together, improved their homes
for their old age, and acquired an affec-
tion for their smrroundings, they say that
hecause of the nuisanees that have heen
ereated they eammot continue to live there.
T ean well imagzine what the comditions me
like in the hot summer months, The (tov-
ernment should not waste any more time
hut should immediately compensate those
people by huying up their properties. Ob-
viously that will be an industrial aren and
can no longer be regarded as suitable for
residential purposes. T.et the (iovernment
buy up the land and it will certainly get the
money haek later by dispozing of it for
factory purposes.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: .Aectually some of
the land in that arca has heen bought.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes., There are only
about 23 or 24 houses in the street, which
ix 2 short one. Not a larze sum of money
wottld he requived to purchase all the pro-
perty.  The houses are not expensive and
it they were purchased the people would he
able to leave and establish homes else-
where. OF this T amm ecerlain: not one of
us would-he satisfied to stay there under
sitiech eonditions and we should not expeet
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auybody else to do so. Those people went
there at a time when there was no sugges-
tion of anything like this occurring. Now
the Government has dumped these storage
bins in their backyards, as it were, and has
vreated nuisances that no private person
would be permitted to create. The Govern-
ment should do the proper and oanly thing
by buying those people out and allowing them
to escape from nuisances that ave absolutely
intolerable; and that is no exaggeration.

- Mr, Doney: How far from the street are
the bing?

Mr., TONKIXN: This street is within 40
or 30 yards of the bins. There is another
nuisance whieh escaped my memory and
that 1s the smell from decaying wheat. I
suppose it is impossible to preveni a cer-
tain amount of wastage, and consequently
a quantity of wheat collects on the gronnd,
That wheat becomes wet and decayed and
the stench has bheen terrible. The wheat
also ereates a hreeding ground for flies
which are there in millions. DMembers can
imagine the conditions under which those
people are expected to live and rear c¢hild-
ren, A number of them are pensioners and
have no ‘families, hui some have young-
sters. One woman told me that her children
bhad never been free from sickness sinee the
hins were erected.

Mrg. Cardell-Oliver: What is ihe Heslth
Department doing?

AMr. TONKIN: The olficers of the loeal
munieipal couneil and health board have
protested about the conditions and as a re-
sult mueh of the decayved wheat has been
swept up and carted away, but that has
not removed the nuisance altogether. There
is only one remedy, and that is to buy the
people out heecanse they are so close to the
hins that it would be impossible to do any-
thing to prevent the nuisances to which T
have referred, which will recur from time
to time, and will become gradually worse.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is all due to
war conditions.

Mr. TONKIN: We should not expeet n
small seetion of people to suffer because of
war conditions.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: T do not mean that.
Tt is becaunse of the large quantity of wheat
that is being stored. !

Mr. TONKIN: Yes. )

Mr. Patrick: There will he a greater
amount stored in the future.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: 1 do not think it
will go there.

Mr. TONKIN: The other evening I asked
the Deputy Premier, withont notice, a ques-
tion relating to a statement made by Sir
. Eggleston, the Australian Minister to
China. I took great exception to his state-
ment for several reasons. Sir Frank Eggle-
ston was selected to go to Chinn to represent
this country, which prides itselt on its demo-
eratic way of living. We believe that our
system of government will stand eoraparison
with that of any other country in the world.
We are net ashamed of it. I understood we
were fighting to preserve it. It is true that
we have our differences of opinion. At times
we say about each other things that pos-
sibly are not quite pleasant, but that is all
in the hurly-burly. There are not in Aus-
tralia the graft and baseness that arve so
reprchensible in the political life of some
other countries I could mention. I say with-
out fear of contradiction that our politieal
life compares more than favourably with
that of any other country. Sir Frank Eggle-
ston who said he preferred the bomhs of
Chungking to the stink bombs of Australian
polities east a slur on every man in Aus-
tralian polities.

My, W. Hegney: Or out of it.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes. He cast a slur on
our system of government. Whatever
he might think himsclf about it is all right
so long as he keeps it to himself, but he has
shown himself not a fit and proper person
to represent us in the high and responsible
position to which he has been appointed. I
hope the Commonwealth Government will
eancel his appointment as Aunstralian Minis-
ter to China.

Mr. Needham: He should never have re-
ceived it.

My. TONKIN: T hope his appointment
will be ecancelled, not becanse of the one
statement he made but becanse in making the
statement he indicated his unfitness for
the position. Let us send to China some-
body who is satisfied with our Australian
form of government, and who believes that
we are not the bad hoys Sir F. Eggleston
apparently thinks we are.

Mr. Patrick: He is an ex-politician him-
self, too.

Mr. TONKIN: That makes it all the
worse. He should have had hetter sense.
I hope he will not be permitted to get away
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with it. 1 have done what I could v draw
attention to the matter, and I hope it will
he scen in other quarters that he has proved
his unfitness for the office.

The Minister for Lahour: He was always
i Fascist type.

Myr. TONKIN: I want to make reference
to what from time to time we have hearvd
referred to as the “New Orvder.” 1 have
heard in many suarters and over the air
on innumerable oceasions of this new order
that is to obtain after the war. T might he
very pessimistic but frankly T am of opinion
that we should not expeet foo mueh from
this new order that is heing dangled in
front of us like a carrot in front of a
donkey,  In the “Sunday Times™ last week
there was an article referring te the post-
war period to come. It mentioned that we
should expeet work and hard work if we
were to keep things poing, and showed how
very neecessary hard work would he in ovder
to engthle ws to c¢hange over fram a war-
time to a pence-time economy. Then the
Lieut.-Governor, not in his Speech to
Parliament, hul at some Tunction ountside,
also told the people that there would have
to he very hard work to make it possible {or
s to eontinue to enjoy any sort of living
standard. 1 noticed, toa, that the Broken
Hill Proprictary Company Limited has now
a capital of £12,600.000, which incident-
ally

Mr. Raphael: And there was a distribu-
tion of 63 free sharves for every 100 shares
held.

AMr. Abbott: Which were subseribed.

Mr. Raphael: That was watered stock.

AMr. Abbott: It was not; the sharvholders
paid for it.

Me. TONKIN: When members have fin-
ished T will continue my speech. The com-
pany’s capital is the largest amount of in-
dustrial eapital of any concern in Anstralia.
The Broken Hill Prapriciary Co. expeets a
return of ahout 10 per cent. on its eapital,
That means that after the war, Anstralia
will have to find more than £1,000,000 a vear
in dividends for that concern alone. There
are many other large undertnkings with
huze eapitalisation and we ean estimate
liow mueh has to he provided hy Aunstralia
to sntisfy the elnims of the shareholders
concerned.  Very little will be left for the
mass of the people who are to enjoy the
promised new ovler. T helieve that, with-

nul exeeption, all memhbers of this Chamber
desire a vast improvement upon existing
conditions. T concede that they are honest
in their contentions that o new order should
be set up. Most deeidedly it will not arise
of its own volition. We shall not wake
up one morning and find that this muel-
vaunted new order is here. We must start
now fo initiate it and show that we arve
fuite genuine in onr desire to achieve the
promised improvement. let us plan now,
and proeced with the development of a new
order, so that we shall have somnething tan-
gible to show regarding those phases that
we know should be altered. That should
he the position when present-day hostilities
have ceased,

[ trust that durving this session we shall
he able to give our undivided attention to
what is essential to bring the war to a sue-
cessfnl eonelusion, and that we shall not loxe
sizht of this new ovder, which is so neces-
sary for the well-being of the community.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) {3.12]:
When listening to  {he Lieut-Glovernor's
Speech at the opening of this session, I was
very pleased to find that members of this
Chamber had heen provided with chairs in
the Upper Hanse, so that they counld be
seated during the evremony.  Our thanks
for that convenience are due to the member
forr Collic {Mr. Wilson) becanse we recol-
feet liow spitiledly he dealt with the situ-
ation that confronted Assembly members
at the opening of Lhe previous session when
they responded to the summons of His
Execlleney to atlend in the Legislative
Counell Chamber. The Speech this year
was perhaps a little more volmninous than
formerly, and that is possibly due to the
fact that so much water has passed under
the bridge in the interim. Perhaps it is
unfortunate that the passing water has
been of a type we conld well do with-
out. No doubt sinee we last met, con-
ditions have altered materially, not only
for us individually but for the people of
Australia as a whole,  Therefore I found it
pleasing to read the tribute His Excelleney
saw fit to pay fa onr mea on active serviee
overseas. T cannot conceive of anvthing
more glorions than the nehievements of our
Australian sailors, goldiers and airmen dur-
ing the last 12 months. Perhaps they are
the sons of those who fought in the 191418
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war. They are certainly the sons of Gal-
Yipali, and the children of Trafalgar. They
ave truly representative of the calibre of
the men that made great the British Empive
of which we are all so proud. As to the
award of the Victoria Cross to Acting Wing
Commander Fdwards, D.F.C., I associate my-
self with the remarks by the member for
North-East Fremantle {Mr. Tonkin). Pride
in that airman’s achievement and his deco-
ration we ean take to curselves, because he
is an Australian.

The question of recruiting was dealt with
at wore length by the member for North-
Fast Fremantle, particularly from the
standpoint as to whether we should recruit
for home defence or for service overseas.
With him, I do not feel I can give a direct
decision on the issues involved, bt whatever
we do, and however we may determine to
act, we should see to it at all costs that the
Royal Australian Air Foree is brought to
full strength. I happen to know that that
purticular branch of our armed forees is
not only erying out for more men for air
crews but for other branches of the serviee
as well, The authorities are cxperiencing
the preatest difficulty in obtaining the re-
cruits vequived. The anomaly to which the
hon. member referrcd applies to the Air
Force as to other branches of the serviees.
If a man has been called up for one or other
of the branches of the home defence forees,
he eannot, however much he may desire to
do so, transfer to the Air Force. In the
circnmstanees, the recruiting eampaigns un-
dertaken by the R.A.AF. are seriouslyv han-
dieapped. Young men who are serving in the
Tenth Light Horse or some other unit are
prevented from transferring to the Air
Yoree, haeanse the personnel of the unit in
which they are already enlisted must he
kept up to strength. The Western Australian
constline 18 very extensive, and we have
cnemies dangerously close to our shores.
The enemy may he here in a matter of
hours, and how can we expect any ground
foree to cope with the problem of invasion?
The battles in Crete, Greece and Europe
proved that withont adequate air support
zround Forees are unable to resist invasion
conducted under present-day methods. The
lesson has shown that if we have no Air
Foree, we are doomed. TIf we have not the
requisitc  air power, ecvacnation becomes
necessary. It maw be a glovious evaenation,
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hut it is nevertheless evacuation, 1
maintain that, at all costs, our Royal Air
Forve squadrons must be built up te full
strength so that they may he effective in the
defence of Austraha as air power has shown
itself to be all-important in other theatres
of war.

If we glance through the Speech, we find,
ns the member for North-East Fremantle
has olready pointed out, that Western Aus-
tenlia is being asked to undertake a certain
volume of munition and other war work.
Buwi, with that hon. mewbher, T foel it is a
long time sinee the war eomuneneed and it
has taken ns an inordinate length of time to
get as far as we have now with regard to
our war e¢ffort. I do not consider we have
gone far enough by any means. Per-
haps in the REastern States the war
effort is exeollent, and T helieve it iz, but
Anstralin ean never elaim 100 per cent. of
war effort whilst this State is left in a2
hackwaler and is not pulling its Fullest
possible weight. I hope we will, as n
State, and that the (overnment will as a
State Government not only press, but will
insist that we the people of Western Aus-
tralia shall be allowed to play a higger part
in performing our war effort to the same ex-
tent as any other part of Australia or of
the British Empire is doing.

I now pass to the nuestion of ship-
butlding. The experience of the last war
proved very conclusively that the U-heat
submarine took its foll, and will take its
toll again, as it is neow doing. In the
I'nited States overtime has heen worked,
and is still being worked, in the vain en-
deavour to catch up the lag brought about
by the unfortunate success of the (ierman
submarine campaign. T was given a news-
paper o few days ago, ‘‘The Saturday
Evening Post,” which gealt with what was
heing dtane in the United States with regard
to shipping. Beeanse the paper contains
extracts of particular intevest, and not
only shows what ean he done but gives an
ilea of how much these vessels cost, T will
read extracts before T deal with the part
that T hope Western Australia will play.
The paper said—

Hardly had Hitler sent out hie submarines
against Allied shipping in Europe®s ‘'war when
it beocame cvident to shipping interests that
eseean-going bottoms would soon be mighty

searce.  Any hopes of being able to buy steel
cargo carviers vanished entirely last winter
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when, on top of British orders for large num-
Lers of merchiant bottoms, the Maritime Com-
mission started placing orders for two hundred
10,000-ten freighters, and announced that the
programme would be expanded to several times
that many. Builders of steel ships are fran-
tically putting in building slips, but they aren’t
keeping pace. To-day they can’t pause to look
at a new order; they’re plugged to capucity for
yeurs te come, They ean’t even touch the
smaller ships,

In the last war American ship-builders re-
sponded to the eall and built hundreds of
ships. They were, however, late in that war,
and many of the ships were burnt on the
banks of the Potomac¢ River beeause they
were of no value after the war. The article
points out that if these ships were available
to-day, they would be worth £40,000 or
£30,000 sterling for the purpose of making
good the servious lag brought about by the
German =ubmarine menace. The profit of
a ship in war-time 13 no more than the profit
that it brings as a war effort to save the
peopleg of the countries that are at war.
That is the true war profit of any ship, It
we get that profit out of the ships, we have
extracted every ounce of profit it is pos«ible
to get. If wooden ships were worth only 6d.
per hundred after the war, provided thev
helped out the position, they wonld have
made a wonderful profit in overtaking u lag
such a5 we have never suffered hefore. The
article goes on to say—

Already the Navy is coveting some of the
trawlers that the wooden-ship huilders are turn-
ing out. They're 135-foot vessels that ean go
anywhere. Many of them are bmilt Lo speci-
fications of the American Bureau of Shipping,
our counterpart eof Lloyd’s of London, in lay-
ing down rules for coustruction of secaworthy

vessels, They earry heavy power plants, three
electric generators, radio direction finders,
ship-to-shore radiophonea and fathometers.

Steel, soundproofed cabins are set on the decks;
even the foe’sles are finished in eypress and
mahogany, with an eleetric rewlding lamp at
the head of every bunk, Four watertight
bunlkheads add to their safety,

Fvery war has put wooden ships back upon
the water, and every war for years to
come will probably do the same. Tt is
time that we in Western Australia, and in
every pavt of the British Empire where
ship-huilding can he earrvied out, realised
that we must build such vessels. T took an
interest in this matter some little time ago.
1 found before Parliament sat, by es-
tablishing a commiitee in this eity and by
making inquivies through that eommitiee,

that there was no dearth in this country of
skilled teehnicians. Provided we have a
sufticient number of such technieians, I also
fonnd that the actual Jabourvers need have
no mere expert knowlege than is required
of a hush cavpenter. We have the timber
and we have the workmen. Jarrah, as a
shipbunilding timber, is of very high elass.
Its speeifie gravity is very high, and that
may wmilitate slightly against its value.
That, however, is only a matter of haulage. 1
am told that as a resister of the teredo
worm jarrah, for hull-building purposes, is
as fine a timber as could be ohtained. With
regard to deeking, I know of a 73 fi. vessel
—the recently launched new Perth ferry hoat
—that has its decking made of wandoo. I am
told, however, that neitker wandoo nor jarrah
constitute the best timber for decking puwr-
poses. For iy puvposes, in particular for
the relicf of the agrieultwral surpluses of
this State and ihe rest of Australia, it does
not matter what the decks of the vessels
comprise, provided the hulls are hard
enough and big enough to velieve the food
situation now confronting various parts of
the Empire. At present we are unable to get
rid of the surpluses of the primary pro-
dueers, surpluses that represent overeas
credit, without which ounr national exist-
ence would undoubtedly he endangered. I
visnalise that shortly it will be nececssary
for a series of moratoria to he declared for
the protection of farmers. I am told that
the sarplus of wheat in this State will De-
come $0 enormous as to be eapahle of block-
ing up St. George’s terraee to a depth of
100 £t. or more, We know the position of
the fat lamh industyy and of all primary
produets, as well as the difficulty of getting
them away from the country. For the last
twe yvears the (iermans have been sinking
onr ships. During that period we have sat
complacently and placidly, making very
little effort until veeently to reetify the
position. T adwit that there is a proposal
in the Enstern States to build a number of
iron vessels, 60 or G3 of them, 9,000 ton
freighters, but point out that a long time
will have to elapse before sueh vessels can
be launched. T understand that in the
United States o frawler of 124 i in
length waa hnilt in four months by 60 wmen.
We ean do that in Western Australia if we
want (o, and I want to see it done. I shall
de all in my power to insist upon this work
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heing undertaken, and I hope 1 shall have
the support of every member. It is a
national effort, the negleet of which will
mean that we in Western Aunstralia are not
contributing onr guota towavds the hundred
per cent: efficieney demanded and needed.

Being convinced that we can build ships,
the question arises, where shall we build
thom ! This State lends itself admirably to
the building of wooden ships and even ships
af steel up to 2,000 tons. The smaller ships
could be built on the river—at Fremantle,
the Naval Base, Rockingham, Bunbury and
Albany. We built a ship called the “King
Bay,” and I have been assured that all the
timber required wns seeured within four
miles of Fremantle. The twisted, stunted
jurrah growing near the coast is suitable
for sueh work., We should demand that the
Commonwealth undertake the construetion of
wooden ships to relicve the shortage that
exists. It ean be done and must he done.
How ean we cngine these vessels? I can
assure members that the Midland Junction
workshops c¢an make the engines, Engines
are hving constructed there now., T have
#)so heen assured that England is still ex-
pwrting Diesel cngines, and I helieve there
is no diffienlty in getting them, exeept that
of fime.

Mr. Cross: We cannot get the engine for
the new Perth ferry boat.

Mr. BERRY : The engine was here before
the hull was finished.

Mr. Cross: The engine is not here yet,

Mr. BERRY : In spite of the hon. mem-
her’s assertion, T have leen given to under-
staml that engines ean be obtained. Diesel
ungines are being rveceived for mining pur-
poses and can be obtained for ships, Kng-
land is fostering its vital export trade.

Trade with the Far East is closely bound
up with the question of ship building, If
we could hurriedly build three 400-ton ships
and use them on the coast in place of the
exeellent vessels built by Harland and Woolf
fur the State Shipping Service, the State
honts could be wsed to earry our produce
overseas, Let us send them to Singapore,
Let us give up advertising sueh stupid non-
sense as we hear broadeust about winning
the war in our kitehens by eating more lamb.
How can we win the war in that wav? When
# conaumer goes to buy lamb, he has to pay
s, a leg for it, and the primary producer
does not get that price.  The State ships,
relieved of their work on the coast, could

also be sent to Colombo, which port, we
have been informed, cannot supply beer and
other requirvements for our soldiers because
the requisite shipping is unavailable. By
using smaller ships on our coast and releas-
ing the State hoats for overseas trading, we
would e making an immediate contribution
to the tonnage that the Empire so badly
needs.

Reference has heen made to post-war
reconstruetion. As a step to that end, let
us grab the Far Eastern trade while the
opportunity cxists and build it up for the
sake of our hoys who later will be returning
from the war and needing employment. A
friend of mine in Singapore informs me that
he has to pay 6d. or 8d. for an apple. The
price of apples per case in Singapore is
over £2 3s. (Aust.). He tells me that pota-
toes are unprocurable. Yet in this State we
have apples rotting on the ground; we do not
know what to do with them. We do not
know what to do with our surplus potatoes.
T am wearing a black tie in mourning for
the lack of intelligence that is heing dis-
played. What is the use of having market-
ing boards if we have not ships to transport
our produee overseas?

[ have received an illuminating letter from
a Fremantle firm which, being desirous of
exporting apples to Singapore, applied to
the Apple and Pear Board for a license to
export. In this letter, which [ am prepared to
lay on the Table of the House, I am informed
that the firm has been marketing Australian
products overseas for many years and has
heen exporting to Singapore sinee 1927,
When appliention was made to the Apple
and Pear Board for a license to export
apples to Singapore, in accordance with
an order obtained from an agent there,
the firm was refused the permit on the
ground that it had not previously shipped
apples to that port. Could anything he
more pathetic or futile? One of the first
cargoes I would send away in a wooden
ship” would lbe the board that guve such a
decision, I hope the members of the board
will read the report of my remarks in “Han-
sard” and give the true reason for the
refusal. The reason offered is ecrtainly the
siddest and weakest I have ever heard. If
all owr boards are of similar mental ealibre,
T would advocate sending them in our
wooden ships to some other country and em-
ploying businessmen to do theiv work here.

T eannot in fairness leave the gquestions of
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shipping and trade with the Far Eust with-
out mentioning that, when the local com-
mittee made investigations, it discovered that
inquiries had already been instituted by an-
other committee appointed apparently by
the Commonwealth Treasarer, Mr. Fadden,
when Aeting Prime Minister., The Federal
committee had inquired into the general re-
sources of this State and had tiled u com-
prehensive report. The Department of In-
dustry had provided information on many
questions which the local committee at the
time imagined it was pioneering. I wish
to pay a tribute to the depavtinent and
the CGovernment for the assistauee thus
rendered. The matter should have been
given grealer publicity so that the public
might understand the position.  The Gov-
erment should have stirred the people to
insist apon the adoption of the recommnenda-
tions of the Fedeval body, but seemingly
it thought fit not io do so. Anyhow, this
document was laboriously prepared, and
was comprehensive and intelligent. [t was
hatded to the Federal Government on the
tth June of thix year. There it secms (o
have died the death. We got all this in-
forpation from Mr. (urtin.  The committce
visited  that gentleman, who was graecious
mongh not only to meet us hut to @ive ns
wnch valuable information. But so far the
report has, for some reason, gone into the
limho of lost things. That is wrong; it is
an insult to the hackwater we live in; and
hy “hackwater” T menn Western Australia.
On every industrial or civil occasion this
State seems to he foreed into a backwater.
That is not the result, I helieve, of deliberate
action on the part of the Federal Govern-
ment. Tt is the result of our not pushing
hard enough from this end. We do not
make enough naoise ahout this State of ours
and its resourees nud what it enn do and
must do.  Apart from those matters, the
roport was held up. Mr. Curtin even ac-
vused Mr. Menzies of being an opponeut of
shipbuilding in  Australia—n bottleneck of
industry as far as shipping was concerned.

When Mr. Menzies was away in England
and Mr, Fadden was in offiee, a great deal
was done. F think Mr. Cortin snid Mr.
Fadden was responsible for the initiation
of the Commonwealth Shipbuilding Board.
Mr. Cgrtin ‘was very indignant indeed about
the position: so indéed was my commiitee.
He said he had Lelephoned Mr, Menzies and
Mr. Menzies had veplied that he would ve-

lease the report at the next. meeting of the
War Cabinet, but failed to do so. I am not
criticising Mr. Menzies. I do suggest, how-
ever, that when these little mistakes oecur,
we should do all we possibly can to get them
rectified. After all, mistakes unquestionably
are often the raw produets of success. I
hold that there is no success that has not
heen built up on mistakes. "My committee
in the town intends to do everything it pox-
sibly can, through the voice of the people,
to insist on Western Australia’s rising from
the muddy waters of backwash, and becom-
ing an industrial State of which we shall he
proud and which will po far te overcome
some of the post-war problems now heing
talked abont. In that connection we people
will ask our Government to get hehind ns
and push this matter to a climax.

T anticipate, perhaps optimistically, that
the shipbuilding industry will commence in
Western Australin within o month. Two
venrs of war have gone by, and it is high
time we made a start to build ships, The ve-
port must be released, and that portion of it
with which 1 am dealing, as regards ship-
building, must be given efiect to and in-
nugurated at once, in order that we may
stop the vaeuous articles about winning the
war in our kitchens. That is no answer to
the problem. Ships are the answer. We must
he practical. All through the Speech of the
Lieut.-Governor one reads of ships, ships,
ships; no ships here, no ships there, no ships
aywhere, Yet we have the timber and the
workmen here. The member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) told us about the
dvedges built by a Mr. Welch. Mr. Welch
wrote to me stating the same things; and an-
other man wrote to me stating that the old
dredges can be converted into cargo vessels.
It appears that these old hulks can be turned
into the very things we need. Why =0 on
letting the grass grow under our feet? What
is wrong with us?

Woe had an interview with Mr. MeAlpine,
a memher of the Commonwealth Shipping
Board. When visiting Western Australia
he told ws that the queation of wooden ships
had never heen disenssed by the hoard. In
other words, Mr. MecAlpine knew nothiug
whatever abont that report which was pre-
sented {0 the Federal Government on the
6th June. He waé gracious enough to'say
that after he had got hack over all those
miles, he would bring the matter up. He
fortunately did not add *“f he vememhrred.?
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Now as regards fishing! The Leader of
the Opposition in his speech remarked that
in Western Australia fish were very ex-
pensive, and very difficult to obtain. That
is a fact. In other eountries, such as those
I spoke of earlier, Malaya for instance, fish
is served three times a day; at every meal
{ish iz on the menu, good clean fresh fish. The
reason is that the waters there teem with
fish. From observation I say that the south-
¢ern portion of Western Australia’s coast is
not well off as regards fish population. I
am referring to the estuaries, and near-coast
water. At times when spawning takes place,
innumerable fish are available. Sometimes
rurfish sell for 34d. a dozen. This state of
affairs, however, is sporadic; it eannot he
described as general. From that aspeet T
mn of opinion that the southern portion of
the coastline of Western Australia does not
carry a fish population adequate to supply
the needs of even our small population
ushore, Therefore it hehoves us, if we wish
to obtain fish cheaper and in greater num-
hers, fo get on with the business of ascertain-
ing where the fish are. I do not say that the
fish do not exist on the southern portion of
Western Australia’s coastline. Further out
at sea, however, I ean state, from my own
obgervation that there is an inadequacy of
{ish immediately near the coast, where we do
our fishing to-day. On the Abrolhos Islands
there are thousands upon thousands of eray-
fih. At Shark Bay and on our north coast
edible fish exist in myriads, but we have not
the means to bring these fish down.

A measure amending the Act relating fo
fisheries came before the House last session.
About that time I was told, as the result of
inquiries, that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment was determined to give Western Aus-
tralia a fisheries research vessel. That struck
me as being a mighty fine thing, and as
representing a great stride forward in this
problem. We have waited and waited, and
no sach vessel has turned up. We have heard
vavious kinds of stories, not necessarily
true, to the effect that there have been the
wsual Eastern States’ obstroctions. At
all events, to-day we have no fish-
ing research vesset. 1 understand that
tenders were called and that three tenders
were received, Unfortunately, a shipbuilder
named Austin, at Albany, did not tender.
That isa great pity, because he is well skilled
in his trade. The lowest tender, I am in-
formed, is £3,000 more than the sum allo-

N

cated by the Federal Government for the
construetion of the vessel. That Govern-
ment apparently fixed the amount of the
grant at £7,000 because 18 months ago a
ship of similar type, with a 65-ft. hull, was
huilt for that sum. I do not know whether
it ineluded equipment, but it should have
done. Costs in the meanlime, as we all
know, have increased, and our local tenderers
tind that they cannot construet the vessel for
less than £10,000.

Mr. J. Hegney: Where was the other
vessel built?

Mr. BERRY: At either Sydney or Ml
lhourne.

AMr. J. Hegney: More equipment is avail-
able there and consequently the ship could
have been builé cheaper.

Mr. BERRY: Yes, that may be so, b
surely it should not be impossible to pro-
vide the additional £3,000 to construct this
vessel. That difficulty must be overcome
somehow. T understand the Premier is now
taking the matter up with the Federal Gov-
ernment, but could not we, i1f necessary, fim!
the £3,000 ourselves? For some reason the
Premier has gone to the Eastern States to
ask for less money from the Federal Govern-
ment this year. Surely we want more money!
Had our Government taken preliminary steps
te establish certain industries, the Common-
wealth Government woutd have come to our
aid and we perhaps would be in the same
position now as are South Anstralin and
Queensland, both of which States have
reaped tremendous advantage from the war.
The tale of war is not necessarily 100 per
cent, # fale of horror: there are some com-
pensations, if one may use such a word in
connection with war., War forces small
countries unaffected by it to engage in in-
dustries which, but for the war, they eould
never bave undertaken. OQur country hap-
pens to be in that category. Some of the
industries that we have built up as a result
of the war will remain with us. My opinion
for years past has been that Australia can
become the economie foeal point of the Paci-
fie. Australia will be a nation not in name,
but in power, wealth and virile people.
Therefore, we must make every effort to es-
tablish and maintain indnstries which are
brought about as a result of war.

I shall now leave the sea and do what
so many men who have been sailors do, get
on to the land; nevertheless, when on land
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their desire is to return to the sea. I know
that is so becanse I myscli have been to
wea surd am npow on the land. From the
Speech, it secems that the Government is
alive to the need for phosphate supplies
.and to the necessity for exploring the State
for deposits which ean he eronomically
worked. The Government has probably no
mare important problem to solve than the
problem of diwinishing phosphate supplies.
This State could not have achieved its agri-
cultural progress without the use of super-
phosphates. T look forward with a eertain
amount of dread to the futwre. I have top-
dressed the pastures on my property for
many years past. and am now afraid I may
be forced to wateh them revert to nature
and wateh my floek of sheep dwindle away.
It hehaves us to do all we ean to Gnd these
phosphate deposits. Tt may even he neces-
sary to send the wooden ships of whieh I
have heen speaking to Clistmas Island to
bitng the phoephate to the State. While on
this subjeet T intend to eriticise the Federal
tiovernment for the laeck of foresight which
resulled in the blowing to smifhereens of
the eantilever works at Nauru. T have heen
in (hat part of the world and ean appreci-
ate the tremendous damage that must have
been done. T eriticise the Federal Goveran-
ment heeaunse it was not far-sighted enoagh
to send five or six aeroplancs to Ocean
Island and Naurn to afford thase islands
necessary protection.

Mr. Abbott: The islands were under a
mandate by the league of Nations.

Mr. BERRY: The Teagne of Nations!
The League of Nations died hefore the war.
League of Nations! Fiddlesticks!

My, Withers: Tt never grew up!

My, BERRY : That is so. Had the man.
date been given to Germany, would we
have hombarded the island? T do not think
s0. However, the damage is done and it
is useless erying over spilt milk. T {rust
aeroplanes are now located at the island

and other economic nerve ecentres. The
Leader of the Opposition dealt with
the subject of producer gas, The only

ecomment T would make is that T was pleased
to hear the inteyjeetion of the Minister,
who said that in three weeks ample sup-
plies of chareoal would he available. T am
sure we all very muech appreciate that in-
formration.

T now propose to touch upon the restrie-

tion of the output of wheat—a wheat holi-
day—and stabilisation dwring the war.
What are we to do with the wheat? We
cannot export it because of the lack of
ships.

Mr. Patriek: T doubt whether we conld
sell it if ships were available.

Mr. BERRY: We can sell any quantity
of flour. A firm has bheen negotiating, or
trving to negotiate, for the purchase of a
small loeal ship for orders of flour and
heer for (‘olombho, hut no ship is avail-
able, Il one were, 1 would like Lo go in if.
When the subjeet of wheat restriction was
bemng dealt with in (his Chamber fast ses-
ston, 1 urged on the Minister to do his hest
to ensure that the restrietion should he an
a bushelage, rather than on an acreage,
hazis, I gave my reasons.

AMr, Patriek: It could be policed more
casily.

Mr. BERRY: It is so mueh more easily
handled. A num is given a certain quoia
of wheat, TIf he is eapable of producing
10,0000 hushels and the restrietion rvequired
is 25 per cent., he knows that he may supply
only 7,500 bushels. With the aereage svs-
tem, who will know the acreage planted and
who will check the figure? Besides, the vield
from each aere is variable with each season!
I know how this kind of thing works,
as a result of my experience with
rubher. Tn the Federated Malay States we
battled with restrictions and proved the eon-
tention [ made to-night about mistakes
being the raw products of suceess. In the
States every mistake possible was made and
it would puay the Federal Government to
send somebody there to see what conditions
were like ond how those mistakes were over-
come. The whole of this country is ery-
ing out for a bushel goota system and I
hope that in his wisdom the Minister will
agree to that and persuadc the Federal Gov-
ernment, I know his handicaps, but T
hope that with the help of members of this
House he will he able te overcome them
and that the aereage basis will be replaced
by the simpler bushel basis. An interesting
feature of the bushel hasis is that restrietion
along those lines could quite easily become a
form of drought insurance, hecause at no
time in the agricultural history of this State
has Australia been free from drought con-
ditions. There seems always to be drought
in some portion of the country devoted to
the growing of cereals.



[7 Avgust, 1941.] it

Mr. Patrick: It was general last year,

Mr. BERRY: Suppose Western Aus-
tralia had a quota of 20 million bushels and,
as a result of an excellent season, produced
35 million bushels, and that South Awustra-
lin’s produetion was 10,000,000 bushels less
than antieipated! In such circumstances
this State could buy the unwanted export
rights of its neighbonr. That would become
a form of drought insurance whereby the
failure of one State and the snceess of an-
other conld he halanced on an equitable
basis, without any necessity for anybody to
dash around ecap in hand to Apgrieultural
Banks or ordinary banks, or to the Gov-
ernment and say “Dear Mr., will you be good
enough to help me next year?" The begging
poliey into which those engaged in the agri-
cultural industry have been forced is de-
plorable and unnecessary. There is nothing
that so lowers a man’s self-respect than the
knowledge that, at the end of a hard work-
ing year, he has to come to the ecity and
bez. T hope the Government will endeavour
to persnade the powers that be to readjust
matters and substitute the bushel hasis for
the acreage basis, which is full of pitfalls.
As the member for Greenongh (Mr. Patrick)
interjected, such a methed would be easier
to police.

While T desive fo congratulate the mem-
hers of the “restriction board” in Western
Australia, for the admirable work they did
—and partieularly Mr. Smith of the
Farmers' Debts Adjustment Board—for the
courtesy extended to everybody in the per-
formaner of their duties which were per-
haps of an irritating kind, I must confess
I am sorry indeed that the Government de-
cided to hand wheat stabilisation over to
the Agricultural Bank. That institution is an
interested porty. Its duty is to obtain its
interest and get its money back. Conse-
quently, it should have no more control over
the wheat stabilisation scheme than has the
Bank of New South Wales—and I think
memhbers know how I feel towards that par-
ticular bank. Tt would be a wise move if
the control of wheat stabilisation were placed
in the hands of the Farmers’ Debts Adjust-
ment Board.

When speaking last year on the Address-
in-reply T suggested that it might be possible
to alleviate the position of those engaged in
the wheat industry by the installation of
power alecohol distilleries. At that time I
had a eertain amount of eorrcspondence with
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a firm in San Franciseo whose name I hava
forgotten. That ecorrespondence went fo
show that from every two bushels of wheat
could be produced one gallon of power
alechol. There was the further conclusion
from the figures that were provided that
with the price of petrol at 2s. 10d. 2 gallon
the production of power alcohal would be
payable provided the Federal Government
did not impose a huge exeise duty. I recol-
lect that at the time the member for
Grecnough (Mr. Patrick) disagreed with my
views, and in the course of his speech on
the Address-in-reply said—

Not yet have we any plan to sccure the stab-
ility of the industry. I do not ngree to the
necessity, as the member for Irwin-Moore (Mr.
Berry) suggested, of turning our wheat into
power aleohol, This morning I was listening
to someone talking over the air, and he referrca
to aubstitutes for petrol, He said that all the
substitutes that could be adopted would not
supply more than 7 per cent. of the quantity
imported into Australia, In these circum-
stances, I do not think the hon, member’s sug-
gestion would have any great effect. Aa a
matter of faet, we shall not have an enormous
surplus of wheat in Australia.

Mr. Patrick: Nor did we have an enor-
mous surplus.

Mr. BERRY: I do not ecriticise that
claim.
Mr, Patrick: I had the report of the

Wheat Board before me when I spoke.

Mr. BERRY: I am indeed pleased to
know that apparently a commencement is
to be made with the production of power
aleohol in this State. I do not know that it
will alleviate the position very much, becanse
I understand the quantity of wheat involved
will be only between 1,000,000 and 3,000,000
bushels. However, every little helps, and
this proposal, in conjunction with my
wooden ships scheme, will do quite a lo,
and it will extend as suceess becomeg assured.
I hope the industry I have been referring to
will be established, and that the factories
will be erected in localities best snited for
the purpose and where the work can best
be handled. If that course is adopted, the
greatest advantage possible will be derived
by all concerned.

Another matter of interest to agricultur-
ists is that, so I understand, the Midland
Railway Company has voluntarily diseon-
tinued its surcharge on wheat of 1s. 6d. per
ton. That is a helpful gesture on the part
of the company. Unfortunately, the Minis-
ter for Railways is not present at the
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moment, otherwise I would have suggested -

to him that the time is opportune for the
State Government fo forgo the surcharge
which it levies of 9d. a ton on wheat. I
hope that matter will be considered by the
Government,

Mr. Cross: What does the Midland Rail-
way Company charge for the haulage of
super?

Mr, BERRY : T cannot tell the hon. inem-
ber at the moment. My association with the
Education Department has been not only
cordial but of great advantage to the Irwin-
Moore electorate. That is very satisfactory
indeed, and I do not hesitate to make the
admission, The same applies to the depart-
ments administered by the Deputy Premier,
in his capacity as Minister for Works. One
matter relating to the educational system that
I bave been asked to bring forward for eon-
sideration is a suggestion that the Minister
should discontinue the necessity for corres-
pondence class pupils to pay postage on
their papers. If that charge were waived, it
wounld be helpful to the children onthack.
I ask the Minister to give some consideration
to that suggestion. In conelusion, I com-
mend the member for Claremont (Mr.
North) for his references to the Parliament-
ary institution during the eourse of his
speech yesterday, with which I am in agree-
ment.

On motion by Mr. MecLarty, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.13 p.m,

Legislative Councll,
Tuesday, 12th August, 1941.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,

Fourth Duy.
Debate resumed from the 6th August.

HCN. A. THOMSON (South-East) [4.38]:
My, President, I suppose never before in the
history of the British Empire was there
s0 mueh anxiety for the future. That
is so in the Commonwealth and certainly in
Western Australia. 1 take the opportunity
to congratulate Mr. Fraser on the part he
he is going to take in this confliet; it is
fortunate indeed that he is able to do
something in owr war effort. I am sorry
Mr. Parker is not present. There has been
some rather unkind eriticism of that hon.
member; and, were he able to speak for
himself, he coulil probably tell ns a great
deal of what he has seen and learnt during
his travels oversen. I also take the oppor-
tunity to congratulate Mr. Nicholson, who
oceupies the important position in this State
of chairman of the Red Cross Soctety. That
doubtless is u full-time job, and I presume
that he, like many of us, little thought that
after occupying that position during the last
war he weald be enlled upon to fill it again
on this oceasion,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Thank you.

Hon. A. THOMSON: We all appreciate
the exeellent work that the Red Cross
Society is emrryving out, partienlarly the
voluntary efforts of our womenfolk. We
know that that organisation represents the
only means by which our forces oversea
are able to receive medieal attention and,
should men become prisoners of war, it is
throungh the Red Cross that they are able
to receive parcels of clothes and food. I
congratulate Mr. Nicholson on the work he
and his organisation are doing. The Speech
delivered by His Excellency the Lient.-
Governor was interesting. I noticed the fol
lowing paragraph:—

Despite many reverses and great sacrifices,
the people of Great Britain continue to display



